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Good Morning, Garden is a tranquil greeting to a new
day, and a celebration of “all living things” in a child’s
garden. The loosely rhyming, lilting text shows a child’s
joy in discovering chipmunks, ladybugs, butterflies, and
blackberries. This gentle good-morning book is perfect
for starting off the day in quiet, curious reverie.

Written by Barbara Brenner
Illustrated by Denise Ortakales
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Pre-Reading Activity #1:

Activity #3:

Activity #4:

is about an early
morning walk in the garden and what the little girl sees. If you
were walking in a garden what would you see, hear, smell, taste or
feel?

Good Morning, Garden

Describe some of the textures you could feel with your hand.

Have someone read
to you and follow along on the map. Color the map with

crayons.

Make a list of all the flowers or plants named in the
book and put them in ABC order. Do you recognize any other
flowers that are pictured but not named in the book? Can you
think of any flowers or plants that start with the missing letters of
the alphabet? Can you do the same for animals, birds and insects?

Locate words from the story that
begin with A/a, B/b, C/c, etc. and chart
them. Were there any letters you
couldn't find words for? Can you
find words that use those letters
anywhere in the word?

Look
through the story and
find pairs of rhyming
words. What other words
can you think of that rhyme?
Could you replace the rhyming
words in the story with other
rhyming words? Would it sound
silly? Try it and see!

Pre-Reading Activity #2:

Activity #5:

Good Morning,
Garden

Language Arts
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Poetry

Let’s write an acrostic poem. Select an item (animal or plant) from the book. Write its name on the line
below. Next, write the name vertically along the left edge of your paper, placing one letter on each line.
Then write a word or phrase describing the itemusing the letter as the start of the word or sentence.
Then draw a picture of your item in the space provided.

Good Morning, Garden
by Barbara Brenner, Illustrated by Denise Ortakales
NorthWord Books ISBN: 1-5597188-8-9
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Word Search

H O L L Y CH KO M
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P L A D Y GB XU Y
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BEE
BUTTERFLY
HOLLYHOCK
LADYBUG
LILY

MOLE
ORANGE
PHLOX
PINK
PURPLE

SLUG
SPIDER
SUN
SWALLOW
TOAD

Find the words below in the puzzle and circle
them. Some of the letters are used twice and some
aren’t used at all. Three words are diagonal. Can you
find them?

Good Morning, Garden
by Barbara Brenner, Illustrated by Denise Ortakales

NorthWord Books ISBN: 1-5597188-8-9 See Resource section for answers to the puzzle.
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Rebus

A rebus is a story made up partly of pictures. When you read the story,
you say the word that the picture represents. For instance, this is how you
would write “A cloud covered the sun.”

Color and cut out the pictures below, or draw your own. Try to retell the
story in using the pictures below. Glue the pictures
down and have someone write the words in between if you need help.
Then try to tell . Which
pictures didn’t you use? Now try to make up a story using just the pictures
that are left.

Good Morning, Garden

a completely different story, one that you make up

A covered the .

Good Morning, Garden
by Barbara Brenner, Illustrated by Denise Ortakales
NorthWord Press ISBN: 1-55971-888-9
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Science

Activity #1:

Activity #2:

Activity #3:

What kind of creatures make their home in a garden? Which
ones live under the ground? Which ones live above ground? Which ones
live in trees? Which ones like to eat the plants in the garden? Which ones
do not?

Find the pages titled Backyard Fun and Backyard Friends.
Cut out the animals, plants and things you might find in your backyard. It’s
okay to leave some of the green background showing around each item.
Glue them onto the Backyard Fun page. Think about which animal might
like to live in the stone wall or pile of sticks. Place each animal in its
habitat.

The garden in was a flower garden.
There are many other types of gardens. Can you name some of them?

What kind of plants and animals would you find in your backyard
or school yard? How are they different than the plants and animals in

? How are they the same?

You can plant your own garden.
Find the page titled ______’s Gardening
Calendar. Write your name on the first line.
The next line is for the month. Fill in the dates
on the calendar. Place some potting soil in the
flower pot and plant your seed about ½” deep.
Cover it with more soil. Place it in a sunny spot
and water it every day. Mark on your calendar the
date you planted your seed, the date you first see it
sprout and the date when it flowers. You can also
mark when the seedling is 1” tall, then 2” tall, etc. When
your plant gets bigger, you may need to transplant it into
a bigger pot.

Good
Morning, Garden

Good Morning, Garden

Activity #4:

Materials Needed: Seeds, flower pots, potting
soil, water and a sunny spot.

Good Morning, Garden
by Barbara Brenner, Illustrated by Denise Ortakales
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Science

Did you know that some flowers are
edible? Did you know that you probably
already eat some? Cauliflower, broccoli
and artichokes are actually flowers. But
here are some other flowers that you
might never think of eating.

Do not try this without an adult.
Only try plants that you are certain
of.
Do not eat flowers that have been
sprayed with pesticides.
Never pick roadside flowers or use
flowers from a florist.
Always wash flowers first.
Always remove the stamens.
Do not eat flowers if you have
severe allergies.
Do not eat too many flowers.
Introduce them gradually into your
diet.

Place petals in strainer. Place
the strainer in a large bowl of cold water.
Drain on paper towel.

Place a wet paper towel in a
air-tight container with petals. Store in
fridge overnight.

Separate petals from the
flowers. Always trim off the white part at
the base of the petal; it's too bitter to eat.
Tastes like strawberries and green apples.
Sprinkle on fruit or garden salad, dessert
or ice cream.

Petals from 1 or 2 roses
2 ice cube trays
Water
Any kind of punch

1. Wash, trim and cut petals, if necessary.
2. Place in ice cube trays.
3. Fill with water and freeze.
4. Float in punch bowl for a pretty

punch.

Pick while the plant is
young; older plants are bitter. Tastes
sweet like honey. Sprinkle the petals over
rice or in a garden salad. Use young
leaves in garden salads. Fry the young
unopened buds in butter; they taste like
mushrooms when cooked this way.
Warning: the pollen in this flower may
cause a reaction if you have allergies.

4 cups of dandelion blossoms
4 cups of water
4 cups of sugar
½ lemon or orange, chopped w/ peel
(optional)

1. Rinse blossoms and place in large pot.
2. Add water and bring to a boil.
3. Remove and cover. Let sit overnight.
4. Drain flowers.
5. Replace liquid in pot. Add in sugar

and citrus.
6. Boil for several hours until thick and

syrupy. May be kept in the refrigerator
for several months.

CAUTION:
�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

To Wash:

To Store:

Rose Petals

Dandelions

—

—

Rose Petal Punch

Dandelion Blossom Syrup

Clover Blossoms

Pansies

—

—

tastes like licorice.
Sprinkle petals over garden salad or
vanilla ice cream.

Sprinkle petals on fruit or
garden salad.

CAUTION:

Edible Flowers

Good Morning, Garden
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAYSUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

_______________‘s Gardening Calendar_______________‘s Gardening Calendar

Good Morning, Garden
by Barbara Brenner, Illustrated by Denise Ortakales
NorthWord Press ISBN: 1-55971-888-9
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Paper Garden

Good Morning, Garden
by Barbara Brenner, Illustrated by Denise Ortakales

NorthWord Books ISBN: 1-5597188-8-9

Materials Needed:
Styrofoam meat tray
paint
glue
scissors
5 popsicle sticks

1. Paint the bottom of the
styrofoam meat tray green,
or cover it with green paper.
This is now the top.

2. Paint 5 popsicle sticks
green.

3. Color and cut out the
flowers, leaves and bugs.

4. Glue the flowers and leaves
to the popsicle sticks. See
fig. 1. Glue the bugs
wherever you’d like.

5. Have an adult use scissors
to puncture slits into the
meat tray.

6. Insert the popsicle sticks
into the slits. Tape from the
underside if they do not
stand up well.

7. Be creative—add a fence,
trellis or arbor. Add a
birdhouse or trees or other
creatures to live in your
garden..
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Resources

Websites Further Reading
Kinder Garden

Kids Gardening

My First Garden

Kids Valley Web Garden

USDA for Kids

Animal Homes

Human and Animal Habitat Games

Backyard Wildlife Habitat

Dandelion Recipes from The Garden Path

Dandelion Recipes from Prodigal Gardens

aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/
kindergarden/kinder.htm

www.kidsgardening.com

www.urbanext.uiuc.edu/firstgarden/

www.raw-connections.com/garden/

www.usda.gov/news/usdakids/

www.kidport.com/RefLib/Science/
AnimalHomes/AnimalHomes.htm

www.activescience-gsk.com/
games/index.cfm?module=2

www.nwf.org/backyardwildlifehabitat/

http://www.seedsofknowledge.com/
dandelion.html

http://www.prodigalgardens.info/
dandelion recipes.htm

The Magic School Bus Hops Home: A Book
About Animal Habitats

Crinkleroots Guide to Knowing Animal
Habitats

Ready, Set, Grow!: A Kid's Guide to
Gardening

Green Thumbs: A Kid's Activity Guide to
Indoor and Outdoor Gardening

by Joanna Cole (Scholastic 1995)

by Jim Arnosky
(Simon & Schuster, 1997)

by Rebecca Hershey
(Good Year Books, 1995)

by Laurie Carlson
(Chicago Review Press, 1995)

.
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About the Author & Illustrator

BARBARA BRENNER
Author of Good Morning, Garden

Barbara Brenner is an award-winning author who has written
more than eighty books for children a a dozen non-fiction
books for adults. Ms. Brenner has won the ALA’s Notable
Book Award for Wagon Wheels, Snake-Lover’s Diary, and
Voices: Poetry and Art from Around the World, which was
also an ALA Best Book for YA in 2000. Wagon Wheels is a
Reading Rainbow selection, as is The Tremendous Tree
Book. She lives in Pennsylvania with her husband, Fred.

DENISE ORTAKALES
Illustrator of Good Morning, Garden

Denise Ortakales began her career in paper sculpture
illustration when she was five years old. “I can remember
creating a wonderful three-dimensional flower garden.”
Cutting-and-pasting has always been one of her favorite
pastimes.

After high school, Denise went to Greenfield Community
College in Massachusetts to learn Graphic Design. Then she
married and had children. In 1997 she decided to go back to
school to study illustration at

Her work has appeared in adult, and children's magazines like and
. Other children’s books she has illustrated include (Grosset & Dunlap,

2000) by Jennifer Dussling, (Magination Press, 2002) by Jane
Annunziata and Marc A. Nemiroff, and (Moon Mountain, 2000) by
Kitson Flynn. She has also written a children’s book called

, illustrated by Robert Crawford (Sleeping Bear Press, 2004.)

Denise’s illustrations have won awards in the Annual 3-Dimensional Illustrators Award
Show and other shows.. A lifelong resident of Laconia, New Hampshire, she lives with
her husband and two sons. You can learn more about Denise on her website
www.deniseortakales.com.

the Art Institute of Boston and
graduated in 1999.

Spider, Ladybug
Cobblestone Planets

Sex & Babies: First Facts
Carrot in my Pocket

The Legend of the Old Man of
the Mountain




